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Troubleshooting tripped circuit breakers on electric high speed burnishers:





In most cases it is the circuit breaker in a facility that is the culprit for tripped circuit breakers, so start by investigating the facility. 


 


First a little background on the two methods Betco uses to measure the amp draw on our Foreman Burnishers:


Amp draw “with no load” – This involves measuring the amp draw on the machine by operating it with the pad off of the floor. 


Amp draw “with load” – This involves measuring the amp draw on the machine by operating it with the pad on the floor. 


*Both of these tests are a standard quality control check performed on our burnishers.


 


Below are the amp draw ratings on our Foreman™ Burnishers:


Foreman™ 1600       No load: 9-10 amps.	  With load: 13-15 amps


Foreman™ 2000       No load: 12-13 amps.	  With load: 16-18 amps


 


Most facilities tend to run 20 to 25 amp circuits. Under normal operating conditions this will not pose a problem for either of our Foreman™ Burnishers. It’s the abnormal conditions that begin to cause problems and need to be investigated:


1.   Many times facilities have a history of easily tripping breakers, be sure to inquire about this. Once a breaker has been tripped multiple times it can become hyper-sensitive causing it to trip prematurely.


2.   Is there additional draw on the circuit that the machine is being operated on? Items such as refrigerators or drinking fountains can throw the amp draw too high resulting in a tripped breaker. If this is the case move the power cord for the machine to a separate circuit.


3.   Is spray buff being used? Typically we do not recommend spray buffing with high speed equipment, however if this is a must we suggest using our Foreman™ 1600. As per the amp draw ratings above, the 1600 pulls a much lower rating. This will help compensate for the extra draw caused by the spray buff product.


4.    Are the floors being properly cleaned before burnishing? Soil can cause excessive load easily tripping circuit breakers.


5.   The Foreman Burnishers are designed so the handle can be “locked” in position or “floating”. 


“Floating” the handle will allow greater pad pressure, but will INCREASE AMP DRAW.


“Locking” the handle will decrease pad pressure and will Decrease Amp Draw.


 


If a machine has a circuit breaker (internal or external) that is being tripped, it is possible that the machine may have a problem. After troubleshooting per the above recommendations if the problem persists; an authorized repair center should thoroughly check the machine.





To: 		HCR Manorcare Housekeeping Staff
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